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PAVED RUNWAY DONATION FUND 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

  
  This month’s report is dedicated 
to Louis Iannucilli, one of our long 
time club members who passed 
away March 11, 2008. 

   While trying to gather thoughts on how we 
were going to proceed on raising donations,  I 
read Louis’s obituary. It  was posted in the March 
14th Journal Gazette. The last sentence brought 
tears to my eyes. Here he asks for donations to be 
sent to the Fort Wayne Flying Circuits “Runway 
Fund” . 
   The fact that he thought this project to be so 
important that it was the last thing he asked for 
amazed me. 
   Over 80% of the club members supported last 
years raffle so much we more than doubled the 
previous years raffle income. I hope it was be-
cause each and every one of you wants to see this 
project a success (and no one has a gambling 
problem).  Ha ha. 
    So far approximately 10 members have 
pledged an average of $250 for the paved run-
way. I will go down the roster to talk to each and 
every one of you. Any amount, and I mean ANY 
AMOUNT will be greatly appreciated. 
    Right now April looks like the time frame we 
are dealing with for construction. We will be try-
ing to raise as much money as fast as possible, 
but we will be collecting it thru the end of 2008.  
Lets keep our fingers crossed that the AMA Grant 
comes thru.    
   Thank you, 
   Clay Benjamin / Chairman    

 

    The club will not be responsible for 
personal items left at the Club flying 
field.  Members or guest personal 
property left at the field will not be 
replaced by the Club if lost, damaged, 
or stolen. 
     Please pick up all cigarette butts,  
rubber bands and broken prop 
blades at the field. 
Last person at field check building 
doors.  Make sure they are pulled 
shut and locked. 

Reminder : 
Watch the speed limit in the park when com-
ing to the field.  Keep it below 20 mph!!   

 President’s Corner 
Al Booth 

Important Reminders: Do not fly across 
the road near the house on the other side.  
Never  fly over the house. Board Meeting 

Wed ,  Apr  26  - 7:30 , At field,  Host Steve Smith.   

 Membership Meeting 
Wed, Apr  9 at 7:30.  At the New Haven City Hall.  
815 Lincoln Hwy E  

Read your newsletter for new items 

Old Timer Flying Sponsored by SAM 28 
Come fly old timer models with the old timer special 
interest group every Thursday morning  9 am to 12 
noon weather permitting."  Open flying restricted 
while old timers are flying due to the limited motor 
control and  taxiing abilities of old timer aircraft. 

Training 
Training sessions usually every Tuesdays and 
Thursdays late afternoon and evenings.  Make ar-
rangements to meet an instructor these evenings.  
Tuesday  is usually for beginner trainees.  Thursday 
more geared to learning more advanced flight for  
new pilots.  Open flying  permitted. 

 
 
 
 
The weather is getting better.  We’re 
close to flying season. Donations to 

the flying site fund should be sent to Jim Noffze or 
to the Flying Circuits P.O Box.  Checks payable to 
Fort Wayne Flying Circuits.  We will need help sell-
ing raffle tickets at the May 10 indoor electric fly at 
the Auburn airport. 

Field opening Sat morning April 26. Come out and 
lend a hand getting ready for the flying season.  We 
will have raffle tickets at the club meeting for mem-
bers to buy or take to sell.  

AMA Char ter  # 285 
Club Address: 

 

Flying Circuits Inc. 
P.O. Box 13561 

Fort Wayne, IN 46869 
Web-Site 

www.flyingcircuits.org 
Hosted by Indiana Data Center 

President: 
Al Booth  

 
Secretary: 

Bruce Hostettler  
 

Treasurer : 
Jim Noffze  

 
1st Vice-President: 
(Training & Safety) 

 
2nd Vice-President: 

(Contest Mgr. & Publicity) 
Steve  

 
3rd Vice-President: 

(Trustee) 
Bob Hartwig  

 
Past President: 
Terry Holston  

 
Rolling Stock Maint.: 

Al Booth 
Field Mowing: 

Al Booth 
Club Histor ian 

Bob Hartwig   
 

Newsletter  Editor : 
Dick Miers  

 
Webmaster  
Dick Miers:  

Runway Fund Lou Iannucilli Memor ial  
Donations. 

As of this writing $275  has been donated to the 
paved runway  fund as a memorial to Lou Iannucilli 
as he requested. 
Also the traditional club donation of  $75 was do-
nated to the runway fund also as requested by Lou 
and family. 

Field Opening will be Sat morning Apr il 26. 

Sat May 10—Indoor  Electr ic Fly-in  at DeKalb Co 
Airport Hangar  6-10 PM Sponsored by EAA Ch 37. 

Answers to possible paved 
runway questions on Page 4 

Toledo Expo:  Fri, Sat, Sun  
April 4,5,6.  Seagate Center 
Downtown Toledo, OH 
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Still sorta winter as I sit 
here wondering what to write. I’m sure as Hell not go-
ing to write about the weather.   
Still haven’ t received my SAM Speaks which really 
irritates me.  Gettin kinda anxious to hear from the guys 
who went to Toledo this year.  Only way I could go 
would be if someone would  push me around in a 

wheelchair & I ain’ t about to let that happen.  Sure anxious to get to the 
field & see what everyone has been building over the winter.  All that 
shiny new stuff is a real treat both to see & see it fly.  April 17 is date 
for our 1st contest for coming season.  Right now that seems pretty 
early, but you never know.  Will be a Foxacoy event with Ed Pelz as 
C.D.  He’ ll be back from Kentucky by then.  As some of you know, Ed 
& about 9 or 10 others from his Son’s church take a week off & go 
forth to do the work of the Lord.  This year they are going to parts of 
Kentucky that were badly damaged by tornados.  They all pay their 
own expenses & their own way.  A real dedicated group.   

Was saddened by the death of our good friend & longtime modeler 
Lou Iannucilli.  Such a fine fellow & real joy to know. If there ever was 
a gentle giant he was. Will miss him.  The list is getting longer. 

Electrics are here to stay.  6 events are scheduled at the SAM 
Champs. don’ t know just what they are, however a lot of them use old-
time rubber models.  Which brings me to the next item in line.  Was 
looking thru some of my old Model Builders magazines & ran across a 
model that could be ideal for electric. It was designed in late 1935 or 
early 1936 & is called the ARUP.  Are you listening Don Coombs.  For 
you who don’ t know, Don does all the drawings for Bob Hartwig’s 
Kits.  Does a fine job too. Anyway, this looks like a fun project.  maybe 
for a speed 400 mo-
tor.  Lots of parts 
would have to be 
changed.  Laminated 
t.e. & heavier l.e.  
Instructions say to 
build wing first & 
then build fuse on 
wings.  If built to 
size, the wing area 
would be 274 sq. in.  
30" w.s. would be 
353 sq in, 35" w.s. 
480 sq. in., & so on.  These are total wing areas including elevator.  So. 
- have a go at it .  Could be a real show stopper at the SAM Champs. 

Well, that’s about all I have to contribute this month.  If you enjoyed 
chapter 1 of “The Saga of Crowbar” , I think you’ ll like the thrilling 
Chapter 2.  Don’ t know when you can expect the next one.  Maybe 
that’s good.  Cain’ t write nothin lest I get innspired & don’ t know 
when that will happen.  In the meantime go forth & fly. 
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So-Ruth Ann finished her laundry & then got a visit from here neighbor 

Ella Jane.  They did that a lot, being good neighbors and all.  “Did you 
hear about the big meeting we’ re gonna have with those big shots from 
H’burg,”  Ella Jane asked?  “Yeah, Ben J. told me about it yesterday.”   “ It’s 
going to be something about that annexation that H’burg wants to give us, 
whatever that is.”   “  I know the elders are all excited about it.”   “  Said they 
were going to give us a bunch of things.”   “Anyway he said it’s going to be 
in the courthouse in H’burg next Friday around noon.  We’ re all gonna 
go.”   “We are too,”  said Ella Jane.  “Maybe we can all go together.”   So 
the date was made. 

Now Harold McMurtrie was still deeply troubled.  As the owner of the 
H’burg furniture factory he was now named councilman-at-large.  Now the 
council was split down the middle.  Harold & council members 1 & 2 were 
all democrats & Catholics.  Council members 3 & 4 were republicans & 
Protestants as was the mayor.  So why was he troubled?  I’ ll tell you.  
When someone suggested annex he immediately thought of commandment 
#9 which sez “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife nor his maidser-
vant nor manservant.”   Commandment #10 sez “Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor’s ox nor his ass or anything that is thy neighbor’s.”   Just like it’s 
posted in front of the Catholic church.  Now #9 did not bother him near as 
much as #10 since he badly wanted his neighbor’s land.  He wasn’ t too 
sure about councilmen 1 & 2 though as they seemed to play loose with the 
ladies & both had been seen in Crowbar several times.  But-he now had a 
job to do so he again put it out of his mind for now. 

The Friday meeting finally came to be.  A great crowd assembled at the 
courthouse in anticipation.  This annexation was new to everyone & no 
one was sure what to expect.  The mayor started it by telling all of the 
benefits that they proposed.  First off we want to give you some police 
protection to help fight crime.  “Crime!”  Ben J. Burd yelled.  “We got no 
crime in Crowbar.”   “Oh if you consider pushing over a few outhouses on 
Halloween a crime, I guess we do.  And our watermelon matches get 
raided in the summer as do our punkin patches in the fall.  But we never 
considered it crime.  Just some mischievous boys having fun.”  

“We also want to give you more fire protection,”  said the mayor.  “Oh I 
guess we could use that sometime although we have our own bucket bri-
gade.”  

“And how about postal service,”  said the mayor.  “We could improve it 
quite a bit.”   “ I suppose we could use it,”  said Ben.  “But we need more.”  

“Well,”  said the mayor, “ I think we can now offer you something you 
can’ t resist.”   “We’ ll fill your potholes in the street in the spring & best of 
all we’ ll put in some sidewalks” . 

At that the Crowbars erupted in a roar.  “Yes, yes,’  they shouted.  “Fill 
our potholes & give us some sidewalks.”   “We’ ll take it.”   And so it came 
to pass.  And the Crowbars went home happy. 

Spring came a little late the next year.  Not a good sign.  Lots of snow & 
rain.  So much so that spring plowing was pushed back several weeks.  
Then it happened.  Every household in Crowbar started getting them.  “Tax 
Bill!!!”   “What are these for,”  they all shouted?  “Lets go see the mayor.”  

Now the mayor was not too sympathetic.  “Now here this,”  he shouted at 
the crowd from Crowbar.  “That tax is to cover the cost for an additional 
policeman & another fire station.”   “And the tax is small & will be re-
moved once the fire station is paid for.”   “So don’ t worry.”   “ It’s so small 
you will hardly notice it & in a year or 2 we will eliminate it all together.”   
“Well, O.K. I guess,”  they mumbled.  “You did some good.”   “Only 2 
outhouses overturned & not too many watermelons or pumpkins stolen.”   
“Just make sure you get those potholes filled.”   “The sidewalks are nice, 
but you only put them on one side of the street in some places.”   Then they 
left. 

Now, 10 years later most of Crowbar was gone. Instead of going down, 
the taxes kept going up. So much so that very few could afford them.  So-
where beautiful Crowbar once stood, now sets Harold McMurtrie’s furni-
ture factory no 2.  Councilman no 1 resigned after being caught having an 
affair with one of the Crowbaretts.  The mayor was reelected several times 
& H;burg continued to prosper 

And Crowbar was no more. 

The Saga of L ittle Crowbar, Chapter  2. 
Spring came a little early in southern Indiana this year.  A good sign.  Cows 

were calving, fillys were foaling & new life was sprouting everywhere.  New-
born rabbits were seen scurrying in the fields & Ruth Ann even saw a newborn 
family of skunks.  the farmers were all getting in their spring plowing & the 
home gardens had been started. Ruth Ann was itching to get started on their’s 
but today being Monday she had to get the laundry out of the way first.  Hus-
band Ben J had it all tilled up & ready to plant.  Maybe after she got the laundry 
all hung up to dry. 
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FWA Flying Circuits Member-

ship Meeting M inutes 
12MAR08 
 
A facility scheduling mix-up at 

the New Haven Town Hall was smoothly han-
dled by Tim Fox by securing access to an adja-
cent courtroom for the club meeting.  Al Booth 
called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  Other 
officers in attendance were Jim Steele, Bob 
Hartwig, Jim Noffze, Terry Holston, Steve 
Smith, and Bruce Hostetler.  A total of 27 
members eventually signed the attendance 
sheet. 

Guests: Mary (Bob) Hunt, Ron Gunderman, 
Tina Lime, Jon Hostetler 

New Members: None 
New Pilots: None 
Open Issues / News  
· Per Clay Benjamin’s request to the Board, a 

list of possible questions was provided to Clay 
Benjamin that the general membership may 
have concerning the paved runway.  A docu-
ment titled “ANSWERS TO THE POSSIBLE 
PAVED RUNWAY QUESTIONS” was pre-
sented at the membership meeting, which Al 
Booth read.  

· Al Booth announced that Ben Ndubuisi has 
committed to pay for paved runway expenses 
over and above those funds that are / become 
available. 

Treasurer Jim Noffze has placed all paved 
runway monies in a separate account.  Any and 
all donations, pledges and lifetime membership 
monies will go directly to the club Treasurer 
for deposit in said account.  Jim Noffze men-
tioned that he will be contacting those mem-
bers who have previously pledged support. 

Reading of M inutes and Repor ts: 
The February, 2008, Board Meeting minutes 

were read and approved. 
Terry Holston made a motion to dispense 

with the reading of the February, 2008, mem-
bership meeting minutes that was carried by a 
show of hands. 

Committee Repor ts: 
Clay Benjamin expounded on the reasons for 

the paved runway Q&A. 
Larry Woodrum stated that while 13 – 14 

members have previously pledged monetary 
assistance for the paved runway effort, there is 
no need for Ben Ndubuisi to bear the brunt of 
the cost. 

Clay Benjamin chimed in that he, too, will be 
“hitting the roster”  for donations. 

Al Booth mentioned that the paved runway 
will be a benefit for all members, and all mem-
bers are welcome to donate. 

 

Flight Training and In-
structor   

Assignment 
Students  needing help are to 
contact Jim Steele at 627-5980 

or at club meetings.  Jim will assign a Cer-
tified Club Instructor.  See  list  of official 
instructors.   Note:  It is the student©s re-
sponsibility to coordinate with the instruc-
tor.  Trainees should provide buddy cord 
for transmitter. 

Training: 
Jim Steele postponed until next month his 

presentation / demo on aircraft balancing. 
Terry Holston mentioned that the AMA 

safety regulations are required by AMA to be 
read between the January and March meetings.  
Jim Steele read the regulations for all to enjoy. 

Treasurer ’s Repor t: Jim Noffze presented 
the Treasurer’s report, which was summarily 
accepted as read. 

Special Interest Groups: 
Old Timers:  Nothing to report. 
FunFly:   
Electrics:  Pat Mattes is anxiously awaiting 

his CD documentation from the AMA. 
Tim Fox is putting together the flyers for the 

10MAY08 Indoor Electric fly-In at the Century 
Aviation hangar in Auburn, AMA sanction 
pending.  The event will run from 6:00 to 
10:00PM.  The modest entry fee proceeds will 
be split between EAA CHAPTER 37 and Cen-
tury Aviation (for providing staff for the han-
gar).  Please contact Pat Mattes or Tim Fox to 
volunteer.  Terry Holston made a motion for 
the club to provide help to Tim Fox and EAA 
CHAPTER 37 for the electric indoor fly-in.  
The motion passed overwhelmingly. 

Giant Scale:  Nothing to report. 
Glider:  Nothing to report. 
Quarter Scale:  Nothing to report. 
Jets: Terry Holston reported on the head to 

head crash between a foamy and a Mig 29 at 
Florida Jets 2008.  Terry said the FOD from 
the foamy destroyed both turbine engines on 
the Mig, piloted by Thomas Singer of Europe.  
A (poor) videotape of the crash can be viewed 
at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=n4UpNV9vKo8.   

Pattern:  Nothing to report. 
Pylon:  Nothing to report. 
ETC:  Nothing to report. 
New Business: 
· Toledo R/C Conference is April 4-5-6. 
Field opening is planned for 26APR08.  

Bring your airplanes! 
Crash Repor ts: None 
Show &  Tell: 
· Pat Mattes brought his 13oz Hobby Lobby 

Mini Telemaster. 
· Pat Mattes is also working on a project to 

build an electric bike with 288 NiCads.  Pat 
calculates that the cycle can run at 70 MPH for 
3 minutes, or 30MPH for 1 hour. 

· Al Booth revealed his homemade silicon 
mold to reproduce scale 3-blade props for a 
display model. 

· Al Booth showed his Kyosho ARF Kelly 
racer. 

Dick Miers brought an 800 in2 OT Play-
boy “ in the bones” . 

Show &  Tell Winner : Al Booth 
Door  Pr ize Winner : Jim Noffze 
50/50 Winner : Suspended temporarily 

while raffle tickets are sold for Dean Gil-
lette’s donated Super Tiger .90. 

Meeting adjourned at 2105 hrs. 
The next Board meeting will be held at 

Al Booth’s home on 26MAR08, 1900 hrs. 
The next membership meeting will be 

held at the New Haven Town Hall on 
09APR08, 1930 hrs. 

End of report. 

Official Instructors 
Ron Ballard  
Wayne Doenges  
Terry Holston  
Phil Gieseking  
Ron Goodyear  
Jerry Mathis  
Joel Maxwell  
Nicholas Maxwell  
Don Pruden  
Harry Seslar  
Lee Simmonds     
Jim Suddarth  
Jerry Trowbridge  
Shannon Uhl    

Supertigre Raffle tickets will be sold at 
membership meeting. 
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ANSWERS TO THE "POSSIBLE PAVED RUNWAY QUESTIONS"         
 
1.Physical size (Dimensions length & width). 
The paved runway will be the full length of the field with 90 feet of grass runway runoff 
distance on each end of the paved runway. The overall length including the runoff areas 
will be APPROXIMATELY 980 feet. The width is 50 feet. 
2. Distance to ends of runway (from windsock). 
This distance will be figured once all the recommended AMA safety rules are complied 
with and the surveyor stakes out the exact runway location. 
3. Distance from safety fence. 
As per AMA recommended safety rules, it will be 20 feet, with the Pilots stations 5 feet 
behind the safety fence. 
4. Runoff length(s). 
There will be a grass runway runoff of 90 feet at each end. 
5. Taxiway locations. 
The taxiway locations will be at the far ends of the present safety fence 
6. Distance from runway to spectators. 
AMA recommends 65 feet. It is presently 71 feet and will not change. 
7. Cost Estimate. 
As the club membership decided, this is done at zero cost to the club. An AMA grant has 
been applied for. Through donations, pledges, money raising efforts and the lifetime mem-
berships per the constitution, the bottom line of this project will be approximately $49,000. 
8. Leveling of the field (low spots, west end ridge, east end extension) to be done concur-
rently? 
The paved runway committee will handle any disruption of the present flying field. Just 
last month AI Booth informed Clay Benjamin the runway was in tip top condition, and that 
it had never been in better shape. Secondly, Mr. Mick Lomant has volunteered to fix the 
low spot on the north side of the field and to eliminate the remainder of the hump (which 
was what the club failed to finish when the field was moved to the south). If the club 
would like to take care of any field conditions concurrently with the installation of the 
paved runway; that would be for the club to decide. 
9. Tiling (needed? / if so, before paving?) 
This will be discussed and handled by the contractor as part of the agreement. Typically 
tiling is done parallel with pavement along each edge. 
10. Impact on current septic tank. 
There will be no impact on the septic tank. The contractor has been informed on its loca-
tion. 
11. Estimated annual runway maintenance. 
Several times this was previously discussed at Membership meetings. Gathering informa-
tion from other clubs with paved runways, it was found to be almost maintenance free. One 
club said after 15 years, they re sealed the surface. This will be a win-win situation for the 
club as it will cut mowing & rolling time, fertilizer cost, reduce fuel expenses, reduce wear 
and tear on the equipment. More and better member participation will more than offset any 
possible runway maintenance. 
12. Address for folks to send donations? 
Please label all checks / money orders "PAVED RUNWAY DONATION FUND" 
Please send donations (no cash) to the:  
Paved Runway Donation Fund Committee c/o Fort Wayne Flying Circuits 
P.O. Box 13561 
Fort Wayne, In 46869 
If you have cash, please contact Clay Benjamin at (H) 627-2760 or (C) 241-3516 and he 
will write you a receipt for your donation. Once again, please do not send cash in the mail. 
13. Any special format preferred? (cash / check / paypal / pledge with not to exceed date) 
Checks and money orders are the preferred method. Please use cash as a last resort. Paypal 
will not be used because of the 3% expense. Pledges will be gladly accepted throughout 
2008. If anyone would like to discuss a payment plan for pledges and / or a lifetime mem-
bership please contact Clay Benjamin. 
14. Is it done yet? 
Before the flying season starts. 

March Show and Tell 

Allen Booth’s Kelly Racer.  Kyosho ARF 
OS55 AX-6 lb complete. 

Pat Mattes’  Mini Telemaster. Outrunner 
electric. 

Dick Miers’  “ in the bones”  Playboy senior. 
Klarich kit. Modified for Old Timer RC 
assist.  Will use .35 engine. 
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Aluminum Can Recycling 
We are collecting aluminum cans for 
recycling and now have a special can 
at the field for them.  Please donate 
your aluminum cans by bringing them 
with you to the field.   Thanks. 

     Flying Circuits Events 
 
2008 
 
Apr 4,5,6 Toledo Show  9.00 AM  Seagate Center, Toledo, OH 
 9 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center 

 17 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  Foxacoy Ed Pelz CD 
 23 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  Club field, Steve Smith Host 
 26 Field opening  9:00 Am -? Club Field 
 
May 8 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  cl A/B ign. or glo.  Russ Griffiths CD 
 10 Indoor electric fly-in  6-10 PM  Dekalb Co Airport Auburn EAA Ch 37 Sponsor  
 14 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center  
 22 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  cl. C glo/ign  Don Coombs CD 
 28 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 

     
June 5 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  Texaco Paul Rosenhahn CD 
 11 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center   
 18-19 Old Timers 2 days in June contest 9:AM-4 PM Club Field Bob Hartwig CD 
 25 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 
 
July 9 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center  
 10 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  ABC glo/ign  Dave Wehrly CD 
 23 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA  
 24 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM   Foxacoy Bill Martin CD 

Our local Fort Wayne hobby shop 
has been very supportive of our 
Club.  We urge all the members to 
patronize this shop: 

Phil’s Hobby Shop 

Fort Wayne Flying Circuits Web-
site  www.flyingcircuits.org 
Hosting donated by 
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NICK©s Hobby Shop 
 1421 Goshen Road 

 Ft. Wayne, IN  46808 
Phone:  (260)483-3939 

Winter Hours:  
Sun 9A-6PM; 

Mo-Tu 12-9PM;  
We-Th CLOSED; 

Fr 12-9PM;  
Sat 11AM-9PM 

Distributors:  
Horizon Hobby and 

Great Planes 
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