
� � � �� � � � 	 � 
 �� � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � �� � � � � � 
 � � � � �� � � � �

 

    The club will not be responsible for personal 
items left at the Club flying field.  Members or 
guest personal property left at the field will not 
be replaced by the Club if lost, damaged, or 
stolen. 
     Please pick up all cigarette butts,  rubber 
bands and broken prop blades at the field. 
Last person at field check building doors.  
Make sure they are pulled shut and locked. 

Reminder : 
Watch the speed limit in the park when com-
ing to the field.  Keep it below 20 mph!!   

 President’s Corner 
Al Booth 

Important Reminders: Do not fly across 
the road near the house on the other side.  
Never  fly over the house. 

Official Instructors 
Ron Ballard  
Wayne Doenges  
Terry Holston  
Phil Gieseking  
Ron Goodyear  
Jerry Mathis  
Joel Maxwell  
Nicholas Maxwell  
Don Pruden  
Harry Seslar  
Lee Simmonds     
Jim Suddarth  
Jerry Trowbridge  
Shannon Uhl    

AMA Char ter  # 285 
Club Address: 

 

Flying Circuits Inc. 
P.O. Box 13561 

Fort Wayne, IN 46869 
Web-Site 

www.flyingcircuits.org 
Hosted by Indiana Data Center 

President: 
Al Booth  

 
Secretary: 

Bruce Hostettler  
 

Treasurer : 
Jim Noffze  

 
1st Vice-President: 
(Training & Safety) 

Jim  
 

2nd Vice-President: 
(Contest Mgr. & Publicity) 

Steve Smith  
 

3rd Vice-President: 
(Trustee) 

Bob Hartwig  
 

Past President: 
Terry Holston  

 
Rolling Stock Maint.: 

Al Booth 
Field Mowing: 

Al Booth 
Club Histor ian 

Bob Hartwig   
Newsletter  Editor : 

Dick Miers  
Webmaster  
Dick Miers:  

Board Meeting 
Wed ,  Feb 27  - 7:30 , At host,  Jim Steele’s.   

 Membership Meeting 
Wed, Feb13 at 7:30.  At the New Haven City Hall.  
815 Lincoln Hwy E  

Flight Training and Instructor   
Assignment 

Students  needing help are to con-
tact Jim Steele at club meetings.  
Jim will assign a Certified Club 
Instructor.  See  list  of official 
instructors.   Note:  It is the stu-
dent©s responsibility to coordinate 

with the instructor.  Trainees should provide 
buddy cord for transmitter. 

Read your newsletter for new items 

Old Timer Flying Sponsored by SAM 28 
 
Come fly old timer models with the old timer special 
interest group every Thursday morning  9 am to 12 noon 
weather permitting."  Open flying restricted while old 
timers are flying due to the limited motor control and  
taxiing abilities of old timer aircraft. 

Training 
 
Training sessions usually every Tuesdays and Thursdays 
late afternoon and evenings.  Make arrangements to meet 
an instructor these evenings.  Tuesday  is usually for be-
ginner trainees.  Thursday more geared to learning more 
advanced flight for  new pilots.  Open flying  permitted. 

Reminder :  
2008 Dues are overdue.  Deadline: Jan 31, 2008 

Hi to all.  The winter weather 
has not been good flying weather unless you 
enjoy winter.   

After the last board meeting there was a mis-
conception that the board had voted and ap-
proved a proposal by Don Pruden, who was at 
the board meeting, to present his proposal to 
the board prior to presenting it to the club 
members at a meeting.  This proposal is printed 
in this newsletter. The board did not vote on 
this proposal or that the funds would be taken 
from the paved runway fund.  As the paved 
runway fund can not be used for anything other 
than a paved runway.  That would be theft of 
funds that were donated for a paved runway.   

We are in the process of collecting prizes for 
this year’s raffle.  The gaming license is being 
applied for by Pat Mattes. This year’s raffle 
profits are to be split as per the constitution 
between the general fund and the field im-
provement fund.  Unless advocated for other 
use by the majority of the club members pre-
sent at a club meeting.  Last year’s raffle profits 
were voted for 2007 only to be put into the 
paved runway fund.  The club needs this 
money for upgrading mowers and things like 
the new sunshade we built last year.  Dues 
alone will not take care of all improvements 
and repairs that are required. 

The Annual Hobby Show held by CPI Inc. 
will be March 8, 2008 at the coliseum from 10 
AM – 4 PM.  As sponsors we receive a pay-
ment from CPI.  I will have a sign-up sheet for 
all members.  Please sign it.  Set up for display 
models will be Friday the 7th from 6 PM – 8PM 
or early Sat.  I would like to see a lot of models 
either completed or in process of construction 
or other projects.  I will be there all day on Sat 
the 8th. 

 
Al Booth 

Coliseum Hobby Show on March 8  
10 AM to 4 PM 
 A club swap table will be available or  you 
can rent a table for  $20.00. 
Need models and projects for  display. 
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Dick Brace Reporting 
 
Just as our O/T group ended in grand style it started 

the same way as it always does with our annual get together lunch-
eon &  planning session for this year’ s activities.  Was graciously 
hosted by our new leader Joe Woodward at his beautiful &  spa-
cious home.  Thank you Joe and a special thank you to wife Joann 
for a most delicious meal.  Such great hosts.  Had an excellent 
meeting as we usually do &  now have the 2008 flying season 
pretty well planned.  First on the agenda was the “2 days in June”  
annual contest.  Yes, we’ re going to do it again.  Not too much wil l 
change.  Bob Hartwig wil l again be the C.D.  Entry fee &  prizes 
also.  Dates are June 18 (Wed) and 19 (Thurs).  Dinner at Triangle 
Park Wed evening.  Although the O/T movement is now down to a 
few old diehards &  wannabe diehards we’ re always on the lookout 
for more &  hope to increase our no. of contestants over last year. 

Next on the agenda was dates &  events for our club contests.  It 
too is about the same as last year.  Here is the calendar of events. 
All are on Thur. 

Date   Event  C.D. 
Apr 17 Foxacoy   Ed Pelz 
May 8   cl A/B ign. or glo. Russ Griffiths 
May 22 cl. C glo/ign  Don Coombs 
Jun 5  Texaco   Paul Rosenhahn 
Jul 10  A/B/C glo/ign.  Dave Wehrly 
Jul 24  Foxacoy   Bil l Martin 
Aug  7  *Texacoy/Foxacoy Dick Brace 
Aug 21 1/2 A Tex &  Cl C ign Karl Pfister 
Sep 4  Foxacoy   Dick Miers 
Sep 18  Cl C ign/glo  Jim Schmenk 
Sep 25  Picnic    
Oct 2  Open TBA  Joe Woodward 
*New event. Just l ike reg. Texaco—4 cc of fuel per lb of wt. Best 

of 2 flts. No max but must use Foxacoy type engines. 
So there you have it.  Dates may be changed due to weather. C.D. 

to use SAM rules when practical or at CD’s discretion. 
Although not l isted on our schedule but mighty important is the 

SAM Champs. This year they wil l be at AMA field at Muncie on 
Sept 7-12. 

Nov/Dec SAM Speaks is another good one.  Lots of pictures.  
160 entries with the free-fl ighters again outnumbering the RC’ers.  
Not too much has changed except in electric events.  Out of 26 
events in RC 9 were in electric.  In cl. C glow 12 out of 13 used 
Bombers or Playboys.  About the same as the past many years.  
For maxes 10 out of 19 for C ign,, 8 out of 13 for C glow.  So the 
rules changes we had a couple of years ago didn’ t change the re-
sults too much.  Sure hope they ask for some inputs in 2010 when 
new ones wil l be evaluated.  More on that later. 

I now turn to an important service announcement.  It does not 
pertain to anything about RC flying so you may quit reading now.  
On the other hand if you want to know absolutely nothin about 
somethin read on. 

� �� �� �� � 	 �
 � � � � Hi agin, 
Yeah it’ s me agin.  Old Dicky J Burd.  No middle name.  Just 

an initial.  Here to help out cousin Dicky B agin.  Hez gitten 
kinda old &  needs lots of help now &  then.  Not me though. 
Although we’ re both the same age.  He wuz born in Hunting-
burg IN. I wuz born in Crowbar just outside of H’burg.  If you 
remember I ’m the one that helped write the column last month 
bout that Christmas party.  Was a good one but could have been 
better.  When cousins /Dicky B &  I write, we do it in longhand.  
Then that perfessor, Miers it is, has to read it &  type it up fer 
that computer of his.  Now sometimes he just don’ t git all them 
words just write.  Then he puts the whole durn thing thru a spell 
checker.  Yeah a spell checker! Now what does a highly edu-
cated college perfessor need a spell checker fer? Course I have 
herd tell of some of them being absent minded.  I had one once.  
Back around 1935 er so.  She wuz my spell ing teacher.  Ms. 
Birely was her name.  Old maid of around 30 to 35 years of age.  
Think she wuz from Kentucky.  Don’ t think she liked me to well 
although she did smile at me when she passed me on to the next 
grade.  Was kinda mean.  Would have made a good nun.  
Granma Burd said she wuz heavey set (politichly correct). 
Grandpa Burd just said she wuz fat. 

So now you know. Over 70 years ago we had spell checkers &  
political correctness.  Like G’pa Burd always sed, what comes 
around goes around.  Next thing you know they’ l l have English 
checkers &  I ’m sure that perfesser wil l git one. Sure would l ike 
to see his face when he does my column with it. He, He.*  

Nuther thing I got to mention is I got my 1st fan letter.  Imag-
ine that!  I help writee one column &  gits a fan letter.  Don’ t 
know who it came from as they didn’ t sign there name.  Think it 
came from that couple that didn’ t git to go to the Christmas 
party.  Had a ribbon in it &  everything.  If I gits one more we 
could have a fan club. 

This pretty well ends my part of this months’  column.  Just 
wanted to make sure you were aware that we already had spell 
checkers &  politicial correctness more than 70 years ago.  After 
all what’ s a newsletter good fer if it don’ t enliten &  edduacate 
you a l ittle bit. 

So fer now, as that feller on the radio sez, stay tuned. 
Yer friend, 
Dicky J Burd 
 
*He-he is a small ha-ha 
Har-har is a big ha-ha 
I’ ve had lots of he-he’s but so far no har-hars. 
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FWA Flying Circuits Membership Meeting 

M inutes 09JAN08 
Al Booth called the meeting to order at 7:30 

pm at the New Haven Town Hall. Other officers 
in attendance were Bob Hartwig, Terry Holston, 
Steve Smith, Jim Steele and Bruce Hostetler.  A 
total of 30 members were present. 

Guests: None 
New Members: None 
New Pilots: None 
Special Appointment: 
Jim Noffze has graciously agreed to serve as 

club Treasurer for 2008, and was subsequently 
appointed by club President Al Booth and sworn 
in by Secretary Bruce Hostetler. 

Reading of M inutes and Repor ts: 
The members unanimously waived reading of 

the December 2007 membership meeting min-
utes. The December 2007 Board meeting min-
utes were read and approved. 

Committee Repor ts: 
Dave Pettie reported that the basic materials 

and construction of the new barbeque grill (less 
the cooking surfaces) is expected to cost ap-
proximately $340.  Dave has discovered that 
stainless steel is significantly more expensive 
than regular steel or even aluminum, and is still 
searching for a source of stainless of an appropri-
ate form (slotted, expanded, etc.) with which to 
construct the cooking surfaces.  If any member 
has or knows of a source for stainless steel sheet 
or bar stock, Dave is open to input. 

Old Business:   
Al Booth reported that the new dumpster (4 

yd3) has been delivered, although it was dropped 
off in the park instead of at the flying field.  
When the old dumpster is collected, Ron Hakes 
will see to it that the new dumpster is moved to 

the correct location.  This dumpster 
is twice the size of our old one, and 
will be used only by the Fort 
Wayne Flying circuits and the 
campers of Jefferson Township 

Park.  The expectation is that refuse collection 
costs will be less for both the club and the park. 

Terry Holston printed the fancy certificates of 
participation for the 2008 Polar Bear Fly-In and 
presented them to the brave souls who turned out 
for the event. 

Special Interest Groups: 
Old Timers:  Spokesman Joe Woodward in-

vited all interested (hungry) members to join the 
Old Timers group on their Thursday morning 
breakfast outings.  Their next breakfast get-
together will be enjoyed at Richard’s in New 
Haven on 10JAN08. 

FunFly:  Nothing to report. 
Giant Scale:  Nothing to report. 
Glider:  Nothing to report. 
Quarter Scale:  Dave Pettie is preparing the 

paperwork for the 2008 Monster mash, and 
asked for a volunteer to manage the raffle.  Ben 
Ndubuisi suggested contacting the threshers 
group to let them know of our plan to hold our 
flying event during their threshing event.  We 
could allow them to include our event info in 
their advertising. 

Jets:  Terry Holston reported a jet meet in 
Arizona is coming up, Florida Jets in late Feb-
ruary, and a Frank Tiano sponsored event for 
airplanes 35 lb and over, also in February. 

Pattern:  Nothing to report. 
Pylon:  Nothing to report. 
ETC:  Nothing to report. 
Electrics:  Tim Fox reported that EAA Chap-

ter 37 (Auburn) has secured the use of the Cen-
tury Aviation hangar for an AMA sanctioned 
indoor electric-fly to be held in May, 2008, 
exact date TBD.  Anyone interested in partici-
pating or spectaculating is encouraged to con-
tact Tim so he can gauge the level of interest 
and gear the activities accordingly.  Al Booth 
suggested contacting Pat Mattes and Nick 
Maxwell so that they too can spread the word 
among the electric flyers community. 

New Business: 
Bob Hartwig commented that he has received 

no communication about the Coliseum Show 
yet this year. 

Bob Hartwig expressed concern over pro-
posed AMA memberships being offered at 
reduced prices for “park flyers” .  Karl Pfister 
suggested the Board investigate the potential 
for liability or damage to club members or 
equipment, and to propose policies to protect 
the Fort Wayne Flying Circuits, its members, 
the field, and AMA “park flyer”  members. 

2007 Points System Awards for Participa-
tion: 

1.Jerry Trowbridge spent countless hours at 
the field helping those who need training assis-
tance, and was awarded a new Spektrum DX7 
2.4 GHz radio. 

2.Art Pelletier was awarded a Super Ti-
ger .90 engine for his many hours and exten-
sive effort repairing, painting and building the 
numerous projects that needed his special 
skills. 

Jim Suddarth received a Lanier Shrike kit for 
his unfailing support and efforts as a flight in-
structor. 

President Al Booth stated that there are many 
more members who selflessly volunteered time 
and effort but who did not document their con-
tributions.  With this in mind Al offered the 
names of Ben Ndubuisi and Dave Pettie so 
they too might each be recognized for their 
dedication with an Honorable Mention. 

Crash Repor ts: None 

Show &  Tell: 
· Ben Ndubuisi demonstrated a heli he 

found at Phil’ s Hobby Shop for ~$50 called a 
PTU (Personal Transportation Unit) with a 
2.4 GHz spread-spectrum radio.  Impressive 
little flyer. 

· Joe Woodward displayed his Old Timer 
Lanzo Racer designed in 1936.  It took Joe 
about 8 weeks to complete the stick-built 
plane (from a Bob Hartwig short-kit), and 
weighs just 3.5 lbs with a Tiger .35 engine.  
Joe pointed out that the CG is at 40% of the 
wings’  chord due to the flying stabilizer, and 
that there is an elevator on only the left stabi-
lizer to save weight.  Expertly covered in 
transparent red Ultracoat it’ s a  real eye 
catcher! 

· Clarence Weickert brought the framed up 
fuselage and wings for his 90”  wingspan 
Fairchild 24 from Model Airplane News 
scratch-builder plans.  It appears destined to 
be a source of much well-deserved field chat-
ter, Clarence! 

Don Coombs converted a Lanzo Racer 
(scaled down to 660 in2) to electric flight 
with a Speed 600.  Don mounted the motor 
on a Hayes beam mount and secured it with a 
couple of tie wraps – simple! 

Training Program:  Jim Steele directed a 
PowerPoint presentation of his own making 
on the subject of safely using and charging 
lithium batteries.  Some highlights of Jim’s 
message: 

· Learn the proper procedures and safety 
precautions before charging or using lithium 
batteries – don’ t experiment, the learning 
curve is far too steep. 

· Never leave a charging pack alone. 
A bucket of sand may be simplest and the 

easiest way to protect yourself from a pack 
that is about to undergo a “change of 
state”  (blow up or violently catch fire). 

Show &  Tell Winner : Don Coombs 
Door  Pr ize Winner : Andy Foster – the 

Board will have the egg scraped off of their 
faces by the next membership meeting and 
will present Andy and Don their prizes at that 
time. 

50/50 Winner : Ben Ndubuisi won the $42 
pot, taking $16 and donating $5 to the paved 
runway fund. 

The next Board meeting will be held at 
Dick Miers’  home on 23JAN08, 1900 hrs. 

The next membership meeting will be held 
at the New Haven Town Hall on 13FEB08, 
1730 hrs. 

Meeting adjourned. 
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Proposal by Don Pruden 
 
Reconsider runway necessity. 
 
Extend field only 60 ft. to East 
 
Add to low spots to make the whole field 
smooth, level and drain properly 
Update antique equipment. 
 
Our field, improvements and buildings would 
easily be taken from us on safety issues. 
 
Unlike the thrashers, if a steamer blows up or 
someone gets injured, it does not affect the 
neighbors. 
 
Our hobby has a safety question mark.  One 
of many neighbors could justifiably cause us 
serious grief if we harmed their buildings or 
families.  Who here has not crashed or landed 
somewhere other than on our site. 
 
Don Pruden 

Ben Ndubuisi’s PTU flying 

Prizes given for 2007 point 
system 

Clarence Weickert’s fuselage and wings for Fairchild 24. 
Also a view of plans 

Don Coomb’s electric Lanzo Racer 

Joe Woodward’s Lanzo Racer January Show and Tell 
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Aluminum Can Recycling 
We are collecting aluminum cans for 
recycling and now have a special can 
at the field for them.  Please donate 
your aluminum cans by bringing them 
with you to the field.   Thanks. 

     Flying Circuits Events 
 
2008 
 
Feb 13 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center   
 27 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  At Host Jim Steele’s 
 
Mar 12 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center   
 26 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 
 
Apr 9 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center 

 17 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  Foxacoy Ed Pelz CD 
 23 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 
 
May 8 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  cl A/B ign. or glo.  Russ Griffiths CD 
 14 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center  
 22 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  cl. C glo/ign  Don Coombs CD 
 28 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 

Our local Fort Wayne hobby shop 
has been very supportive of our 
Club.  We urge all the members to 
patronize this shop: 

Phil’s Hobby Shop 

Fort Wayne Flying Circuits Web-
site  www.flyingcircuits.org 
Hosting donated by 

Notice 
You are receiving this Newsletter by mail because:  You elected for this option, you 
have no E-mail address listed in the roster, or the E-mail address in the roster refused to 
accept the E-mailed newsletter.  If you would like to have the newsletter  received elec-
tronically, you must supply me with a valid E-mail address and notification .     
richard.miers@verizon.net 
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NICK©s Hobby Shop 
 1421 Goshen Road 

 Ft. Wayne, IN  46808 
Phone:  (260)483-3939 

Winter Hours:  
Sun 9A-6PM; 

Mo-Tu 12-9PM;  
We-Th CLOSED; 

Fr 12-9PM;  
Sat 11AM-9PM 

Distributors:  
Horizon Hobby and 

Great Planes 
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  Paved Runway Donation Fund 
Committee Repor t     

   Its been a while since anything has been said about our progress on 
our Paved Runway Donation Fund. Because we have had several new 
members over the past year, let me start off by reiterating what this is 

all about. 
   The club voted and passed my motion to start a 
Paved Runway Donation Fund. This was specifically 
worded in such a way so the funds could never be used 
for any other purpose. To use the funds in any other 
manner would constitute nothing less than fraud and 

would invite lawsuits. Many people have outright donated money for 
this specific purpose. The Indiana Gaming Commission awarded the 
Flying Circuits a state license to raise money for the Paved Runway 
Donation Fund. The Club itself voted on conducting a raffle to raise 
funds for the Paved Runway Donation Fund. To attempt to use any of 
these funds for anything else would be nothing short of the causing 
the clubs demise. The Gaming Commission, the IRS, and the individ-
ual lawsuits would finish off the club. 
  It has already been voted on and passed by the 2007 Board of Direc-
tors to have the present Paved Runway Donation Funds put into a CD 
so it will earn interest.   
    It is getting time to start working on the 2008 Paved Runway Do-
nation Raffle. If anyone has any items they would like to donate, 
please contact me.  
Clay Benjamin 
Paved Runway Donation President 


