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    The club will not be responsible for personal items left 
at the Club flying field.  Members or guest personal 
property left at the field will not be replaced by the Club 
if lost, damaged, or stolen. 
     Please pick up all cigarette butts,  rubber  bands 
and broken prop blades at the field. 
Last person at field check building doors.  Make sure 
they are pulled shut and locked. 

Reminder : 
Watch the speed limit in the park when com-
ing to the field.  Keep it below 20 mph!!   

 President’s Corner 
Al Booth 

Important Reminders: Do not fly across 
the road near the house on the other side.  
Never  fly over the house. 

Official Instructors 
Ron Ballard  
Wayne Doenges  
Terry Holston  
Phil Gieseking  
Ron Goodyear  
Jerry Mathis  
Joel Maxwell  
Nicholas Maxwell  
Don Pruden  
Harry Seslar  
Lee Simmonds     
Jim Suddarth  
Jerry Trowbridge  
Shannon Uhl    

AMA Char ter  # 285 
Club Address: 

 

Flying Circuits Inc. 
P.O. Box 13561 

Fort Wayne, IN 46869 
Web-Site 

www.flyingcircuits.org 
Hosted by Indiana Data Center 

President: 
Al Booth  

 
Secretary: 

Bruce Hostettler  
 

Treasurer : 
Jim Noffze  

 
1st Vice-President: 
(Training & Safety) 

Jim  
 

2nd Vice-President: 
(Contest Mgr. & Publicity) 

Steve  
 

3rd Vice-President: 
(Trustee) 

Bob Hartwig  
 

Past President: 
Terry Holston  

 
Rolling Stock Maint.: 

Al Booth 
Field Mowing: 

Al Booth 
Club Histor ian 

Bob Hartwig   
Newsletter  Editor : 

Dick Miers  
Webmaster  
Dick Miers:  

Board Meeting 
Wed ,  Mar26  - 7:30 , At host,  Al Booth’s.   

 Membership Meeting 
Wed, Mar12 at 7:30.  At the New Haven City Hall.  
815 Lincoln Hwy E  

Flight Training and Instructor   
Assignment 

Students  needing help are to con-
tact Jim Steele club meetings.  Jim 
will assign a Certified Club In-
structor.  See  list  of official in-
structors.   Note:  It is the student©s 
responsibility to coordinate with 

the instructor.  Trainees should provide buddy 
cord for transmitter. 

Read your newsletter for new items 

Old Timer Flying Sponsored by SAM 28 
 
Come fly old timer models with the old timer special 
interest group every Thursday morning  9 am to 12 noon 
weather permitting."  Open flying restricted while old 
timers are flying due to the limited motor control and  
taxiing abilities of old timer aircraft. 

Training 
 
Training sessions usually every Tuesdays and Thursdays 
late afternoon and evenings.  Make arrangements to meet 
an instructor these evenings.  Tuesday  is usually for be-
ginner trainees.  Thursday more geared to learning more 
advanced flight for  new pilots.  Open flying  permitted. 

The paved runway is to become 
a reality this spring thanks to the efforts of Ben 
Ndubuisi.  Details  will be given at March 
Membership meeting.   Also  questions and 
answers that the board had for Ben on the 
paved runway. 

Sorry about the shouting match that was part 
of the Feb. 13th meeting .  This could have 
been totally avoided if only the proposals 
would have been brought to the Jan., 2008 
board meeting and explained prior to the Feb. 
13, 2008 general meeting. 

This club is to be fun and informative for all 
members and to enjoy our hobby.  This was the 
idea and way in 1954 when this club was 
started.  At that time single channel all on 
27.255 MHz radio was all we had.  The mem-
bers flew R/C and learned from each other.  As 
the club has progressed and radios and air-
planes have become more and more reliable 
lets get back to the original intent of our club 
and have fun and fly R/C. 

We will have raffle tickets for both raffles for 
the membership to pick up at the March meet-
ing to sell. 

The coliseum hobby show is Sat., March 8, 
and we will need models for display and help 
to sell raffle tickets. Also we will make and 
collect the paper airplanes. (see below)  

Coliseum Hobby Show on March 8  10 AM to 
4 PM 
 A club swap table will be available or  you can 
rent a table for  $20.00. 
Need models and projects for  display. 
Set up Fr i. evening 6 –8 PM Sat 7:30-9:30 AM 

Dear Club Members, 
 This is a legitimate request; what follows 

below is a story right off the current AMA 
homepage.    

Here is the link:   http://
www.modelaircraft.org/news/paperplane.aspx 

 Allen Booth has graciously offered to collect 
all paper airplanes constructed by club mem-
bers and send them to Hunter.  Please start 
making some now and plan on bringing them 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Thank God for 
March.  And Spring.  
Was saddened last 

month over the death of our old friend Dan Hodges 
from a heart attack.  Now some of you out there are 
saying Don Who?  Don was the leader of SAM 93,  

the “Sooner Schooners”  out of Tulsa OK.  A very active group very 
much like ours.  Dan & some of his fellow flyers attended one of our 
June contests a dozen or more years ago. They brought with them a 
handmade sign with our SAM 28 no. & logo on it & presented it to us 
at the Wed night dinner.  Dan & I also traded newsletters for quite a 
no. of years.  It was a good one.  They also usually had their annual 
contest about a week after ours & quite a few who attended ours then 
took in their’s  They usually had between 35 - 40 contestants.  Much 
like ours, but now has dwindled down to about a dozen.  No contest is 
scheduled for this year.  A real shame. 

The computerized scoring that is now used at the SAM Champs was 
the result, in large part, of the effort that Dan put into it. 

A real first class guy. 
Plans are getting underway for the annual trip to Toledo show.  

Looks like it’s gonna cost quite a bit more for gas.  But – what else is 
new? 

If you can see anything good about this winter, it’s that it’s been a 
good one for building.  The weekly breakfasts on Thur. have been a 
nice break too. 

Still waiting for my Jan/Feb copy of SAM Speaks.  I’m writing this 
on Feb 29 so unless I get it today, it will be quite late.  Was hoping to 
have it before now to see if there was anymore pertaining to proposed 
rule changes.  We do know that Bob Angus (Calif) will head the RC 
rules committee but don’ t know who will be on it.  Any proposed 
changes will be given at the SAM Champs in Muncie in Sept.   Elec-
tric rules will be headed by Glenn Poole (Mich.) which will probably 
have the most changes.  Hope they don’ t add too many more events.  
Most of the competitors don’ t care for many changes so I don’ t look 
for too many.  Some changes , like ball bearing vs. plain bearing 
should have been incorporated years ago.  Kinda late now. 

____________________________________________________ 
 
And now, all you history buffs, I bring you a history lesson about 

the saga of Crowbar.  The tiny little village in the beautiful hills of 
southern Indiana. It’ s quite lengthy so I’ve made into 2 parts.  All you 
non-history buffs feel free to skip it.  It could get quite boring. 

 
Chapter 1:History 101, The Saga of Crowbar, 1806 AD. 
 
Although it took place in Indiana it all started in the neighboring 

state of Kentucky.  Yes it all began when Jesse J. Burd married Sally 
Ann James.  They were both 18 yr of age & madly in love.  Only 
thing wrong was that there wuz a feud going on between the Burds & 
the James.  Had been fur years.  Don’ t know what caused it, but it wuz 
quite common in Kentucky in those days. So J. J. & Sally decided to 
just run away & git married.  So run away they did.  Clear across the 
Ohio river & into southern Indiana.  Didn’ t stop until they came to the 
quaint little city of Huntingburg.  A beautiful little town.  & they fell 
in love with it.  J. J. got a job there & they settled down.  Neither one 

� �� �� �� � 	 �
 � � � � of them were city dwellers though, so after a couple of years they 
decided to move to the country.  They found a nice piece of land a 
mile or so south of the city & moved there.  Things went really 
well & they were happy.  Then, just as God ordered, they went 
forth  & multiplied. J. J. begat John, John begat Paul, Paul begat 
Luke, Luke begat David.  David begat Phillip,  Phillip begat Frank 
and so on.  Now with all of that begetting going on, the population 
of their little village increased rapidly.  So much that they now had 
a little village of 247.  “our little village must have a name, J. J. 
proclaimed one day” .  “But what?”   he shouted.  Now as being a 
true believer in the Lord he shouted, “Lord give me a sign so that I 
may get a name for our village.”   It was soon to come. 

Now there was a certain couple living in H’burg that like to take 
joy rides out in the countryside.  One afternoon they hitched up 
their mules, Annie & Frank, to the old buckboard & went out for a 
ride in the country.  Things were going quite well until the mules 
ran across some copperhead snakes & panicked, upsetting the 
buckboard.  Now the driver, a carpenter by trade, had a box of tools 
on the buckboard & they got scattered along the way. 

Now several weeks after the afore mentioned accident J.J. & 
Sally Ann decided to take a long walk as they were often wont to 
do.  As fate would have it, they soon walked past the site of the 
accident.  Then J.J. stumbled & fell.  As you can already surmise 
he had stumbled upon an old crowbar that had impaled itself into 
the ground.  Looking at it, he exclaimed to Sally Ann, “There is my 
sign.  I shall name our village Crowbar.”   And so it was. 

Now while all that begatin’  was going on in Crowbar, it was also 
happening quite often in H’burg.  So much that the city was run-
ning out of room.  Things were going real well.  A brickyard, a 
pottery factory, a buggy shop & the best of all a large furniture 
factory badly in need of expansion. So much so that Harold 
McMurtrie, the owner of the furniture factory, went before the city 
council for help in finding more room to build furniture factory no. 
2.  Now while most of the council members & mayor pondered 
“What shall we do?” , a voice in the rear of the room spoke up & 
said “Let’s do what they are now doing in Evansville.”   “Let us 
annex” . “Annex!!” ,  the others cried.  “What is this annex?”   “  Oh 
its something new.”   “They’re doing it in Evansville & it seems to 
be  working quite well” .  “We take our neighbor’s land & give 
them something in return.  Police protection, fire protection, side-
walks, water” .  “Things like that” .  “And – they are in the city & 
we have acquired more land” .  “Sounds Real Good” , the mayor & 
council members all shouted.  “Let’s do it” .  But at first old Harold 
McMurtrie was against it.  Now being a righteous man of the cloth, 
he then asked them, “But what about the 9th commandment?”   “We 
surely can’ t go against that” . “Now just what does that 9th com-
mandment say that bothers you so much” , said the councilmen?  
Harold explained it to them.  But they, being politicians were not 
impressed & they then formed a committee to look into the matter. 

Now it didn’ t take the committee long to determine where to go 
& what to annex.  By far the most likely place would be the village 
of Crowbar.  So they then sent forth a team to Crowbar to tell them 
of their plan. 

Will it work?  What happens Next?  What about the 9th com-
mandment? 

Stay tuned for the exciting end of the saga of little Crowbar, 
chapter 2. 
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FWA Flying Circuits Membership Meet-

ing M inute  13FEB08 
 

Al Booth called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 pm at the New Ha-
ven Town Hall. Other officers in 
attendance were Bob Hartwig, 
Jim Noffze, Terry Holston, and 

Bruce Hostetler.  A total of 26 members signed 
the attendance sheet. 

Guests: None 
New Members: None 
New Pilots: None 
Reading of M inutes and Repor ts: 
Pat Mattes asked that the January 2008 Board 

Meeting minutes reflect his joyful willingness 
to assist with the summer-long raffle.  The 
Board meeting minutes were edited per Pat’s 
request and approved. 

Committee Repor ts: 
· Clay Benjamin reiterated his report pub-

lished in the Feb, ‘08, newsletter concerning 
the paved runway fund. 

· Clay Benjamin announced that as the 
‘Paved Runway Donation Fund President’ , the 
Paved Runway Committee would intends to 
pursue several fundraising efforts this year 
towards their goal of a paved runway.  Discus-
sion ensued concerning how several fundrais-
ers for the sole benefit of the Paved Runway 
Fund would be physically and financially detri-
mental to the club as a whole. 

· Clay Benjamin asked why the paved run-
way funds are still lumped in with the general 
fund, instead of a separate fund specifically for 
the paved runway.  Clay stated that a motion 
had been passed last year to get that done.  The 
Board will investigate why that has yet to be 
done. 

· Al Booth stated that all monies collected 
from raffle ticket sales must be held in a sepa-
rate account until the raffle is finished, no com-
mingling of funds allowed. 

· Kirk Favory has finished the design of the 
new website.  Jim Steele has the software. 

· It should be recognized that Al Booth do-
nated $17.00 towards the barbeque grill pur-
chases. 

Al Booth reported the following has been 
collected for the 2008 club raffle: a Flight 
Simulator from Phil’ s; P-51 Gold Edition kit 
from Al Booth; a radio from Larry Woodrum, 
and a Carl Goldberg 40th Anniversary Cub kit 
from Bruce Hostetler.  Al is still looking for a 
Wii, and would welcome a wee bit of help. 

 
Old Business:   
Al Booth asked as a point of order and a 

courtesy that members with concerns should 
bring them to the monthly Board meeting prior 
to airing them at the membership meeting.  
This way everyone can be on the same page 
without wasting time and energy debating non-
issues generated by gossip and fueled by mis-
conception. 

Special Interest Groups: 
Old Timers:  The Old Timers have put to-

gether their 2008 schedule, as reported in the 
Feb, ’08, newsletter. 

FunFly:  Nothing to report. 
Electrics:  Pat Mattes asked that August 9, 

2008, be set aside for the 2008 FWFC Electric 
Meet. 

Larry Stone asked about the electric indoor 
fly-in in Auburn.  Tim Fox will be contacted to 
see what arrangements have been made at the 
Century Aviation hangar for the aforemen-
tioned AMA sanctioned indoor electric-fly to 
be held in May, 2008.  Again, anyone inter-
ested in participating or attending is encour-
aged to contact Tim so he can gauge the level 
of interest and gear the activities accordingly. 

Giant Scale:  Clay Benjamin hopes to have a 
F4U ready for the Monster Mash this year. 

Glider:  Nothing to report. 
Quarter Scale:  Nothing to report. 
Jets: Nothing to report. 
Pattern:  Nothing to report. 
Pylon:  Nothing to report. 
ETC:  Nothing to report. 
New Business: 
· Don Pruden passed out a proposal for im-

proving the field for the enjoyment of the en-
tire club, until such time as a paved runway is 
installed.  The discussion was tabled and the 
meeting restored to order after a prolonged 
period of off-topic discussion and heated innu-
endo. 

· Ben Ndubuisi asked to make a point con-
cerning the paved runway issue, and that it be 
included in the February meeting minutes. 
Ben’s point being that some years back he had 
secured a $48,000 donation from his company 
for a paved runway, but that then-President 
Don Pruden said it could only be put ‘behind 
the building’  (and behind the flightline).  Ben 
said that he then had to go back to the president 
of his company, after having been before the 
Norfolk & Southern Railroad board of direc-
tors, and tell them that his club no longer 
wanted a paved runway. 

· Bill Martin asked if there was interest in 
attending the Dawn Patrol in Dayton again this 
year. 

· Jim Noffze presented a portion of his pro-
posed budget for 2008 before Clay Benjamin 
again interrupted the meeting and comman-

deered the discussion to bloviate on his 
critical role in preparing the club’s budget 
for the past several years.  Clay also passed 
out his own proposed budget for 2008, and 
proceeded to nitpick Jim Noffze’s proposed 
budget line by line.  Joe Woodward made a 
motion to accept the 2008 Proposed 
Budget, but was shouted down.  Following 
several moments of enthusiastic debate 
where it became obvious that the differ-
ences between the two proposed budgets 
didn’ t amount to a hill of beans, Club 
President Al Booth asked that discussion 
be halted and the meeting restored to order.  
Al made a motion to vote on the proposed 
budget as submitted by Club Treasurer Jim 
Noffze, and was seconded by Bob Hartwig.  
The motion passed with 16 of the 26 mem-
bers present voting ‘aye’ , and 0 members 
voting ‘nay’ . 

· Al Booth reported that Dean Gillette has 
donated a brand new Super Tiger .90 with 
an extra Slimline Pitts style-muffler to the 
club.  Tickets will be sold within the club 
for the next few months to raffle this en-
gine off.  Thank you, Dean! 

The club received a thank you from 
Sunny Helstrom, Toys for Tots Coordina-
tor. 

Crash Repor ts: None 
Show &  Tell: 
Don Coombs displayed his 800 in2 Lanzo 

Racer from his own plans, powered by a 
K&B .35 from the 1950’s. 

Training Program:  No presentation 
Show &  Tell Winner : Don Coombs 
50/50 Winner : Terry Holston won the 

$37.00 pot, receiving $18.50, donating 
$10.00 to the paved runway fund and using 
the remaining winnings to treat the early 
birds with their first round at Rack and 
Helen’s. 

Meeting adjourned. 
The next Board meeting will be held at 

Jim Steele’s home on 27FEB08, 1900 hrs. 
The next membership meeting will be 

held at the New Haven Town Hall on 
12MAR08, 1730 hrs. 

End of report. 
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Don Coombs with Show and Tell, Lanzo Bomber with vintage K & B 35. 

either to the March 8th Swap Meet or the March 12th club meeting.  There©s NOTHING like this to boost a kids spirit, 
especially when they are going through something so torturous as cancer.  And a boosted spirit is KEY to their ability to 
fight. 

  
Thanks! 
  
Pat Mattes 
 

Paper Airplanes to Help in Fight Against Cancer 
Five-year-old Hunter Winship is attempting to get into the Guinness Book of World Records for collecting the largest 
number of paper airplanes. The Freedom, New York boy began his quest several weeks ago as a patient at Buffalo’s 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital where he has spent the past month fighting Burkitt’s Lymphoma, a rare form of cancer 
characterized by rapidly growing tumors.  
 
Hunter’s mother, Cheryl Winship, said the quest was designed as a distraction from the hospital stays and tests. She and 
his aunt came up with the idea of breaking a world record for the most number of paper airplanes received.  
 
Hunter has received airplanes from around the world and now that he’s home from the hospital, the project is serving as 
an incentive for pushing through his cancer fight. His prognosis is good and the airplane project is really lifting his spir-
its.  
 
So far, the family believes they’ve collected roughly 200,000 paper airplanes. The quest will continue through March 17. 
If you’d like to help Hunter set a world record, you can mail a paper airplane to:  
 
Hunter Winship  
The Airplane Cancer Goal  
11227 North Hill Rd.  
Freedom NY 14065 
  
(Again, Allen Booth said he will take care of shipping them out) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Paper Airplanes 
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     Flying Circuits Events 
 
2008 
 
Mar 12 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center   
 26 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  at Host Al Booth’s 
 
Apr 9 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center 

 17 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  Foxacoy Ed Pelz CD 
 23 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 
 
May 8 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  cl A/B ign. or glo.  Russ Griffiths CD 
 14 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center  
 22 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  cl. C glo/ign  Don Coombs CD 
 28 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 

     
June 5 Old timers Club contest 9:00 AM  Texaco Paul Rosenhahn CD 
 11 Membership Meeting  7:30 PM  New Haven Community Center   
 18-19 Old Timers 2 days in June contest 9:AM-4 PM Club Field Bob Hartwig CD 
 25 Board Meeting  7:30 PM  TBA 
  

Our local Fort Wayne hobby shop 
has been very supportive of our 
Club.  We urge all the members to 
patronize this shop: 

Phil’s Hobby Shop 

Fort Wayne Flying Circuits Web-
site  www.flyingcircuits.org 
Hosting donated by 
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NICK©s Hobby Shop 
 1421 Goshen Road 

 Ft. Wayne, IN  46808 
Phone:  (260)483-3939 

Winter Hours:  
Sun 9A-6PM; 

Mo-Tu 12-9PM;  
We-Th CLOSED; 

Fr 12-9PM;  
Sat 11AM-9PM 

Distributors:  
Horizon Hobby and 

Great Planes 
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               Paved Runway Donation Fund 
                    Committee Repor t 

 
  We have some great news for the Club! At the Board 
meeting on 27 Feb 2008 Ben Ndubuisi was the guest 
speaker for the paved runway committee report.  
   Ben announced he would provide the financial back-
ing to complete the paved runway before the flying 
season starts. 

He asked the Board to submit in writing any questions concerning the 
project to the paved runway committee. 
   I have met with Ron Hakes, the Park Board Trustee and Mick Lo-
mant, whom also is on the Park Board and farming the northern por-
tion of our field. They both were ecstatic and fully support our run-
way project. 
   We have almost $3000 in pledges that are for the runway. I will 
open the “begging & pleading lines”  for this money. Also for those of 
you that expressed interest in becoming a life member with a $2500 
donation, please contact me. We also applied for an AMA Grant to 
help us with the cost. 
Thank you. 
Clay Benjamin  

� � � � 	 � 
 � 	 � � � � �

�� � � �
�

� � � � � � � � � �

	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 �

� 
 �
��

� � � � �� � �� ��

� � � � � �� � � � �

 


